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“We are ready to start meeting again.”
 The Historic I.O.O.F. Hall in Eldersville
Program Saturday, March 19, 2022
The March meeting of the Jefferson Township Historical Society will be on Saturday, March 19, 2022 at 10:00 am in the White Church building located in Eldersville on Fire Road across from the fire hall.  GPS address is 11 Fire Road, Burgettstown, PA 15021.

The program for the March meeting will be a discussion about the historic I.O.O.F. building that once was in Eldersville and is better known to us as Heritage Hall. The physical building of Heritage Hall is gone, taken down in 2020, but the history it held within its walls will always be with us. The Jefferson Township Historical Society purchased the building in 1990 for $1.00 from the Internal Order of Odd Fellows, known then as the I.O.O.F. Hall.
Our focus today for the program is going to be on the importance of the I.O.O.F. organization and its influence on the people of Eldersville.  The I.O.O.F. organization was only male members but later there was a branch off the original organization to include male and females. This new branch became known as the Rebekahs. It is interesting to note that at one time there was a Rebekah group that met above the hard ware in Burgettstown.
The purpose of the I.O.O.F. organization is stated on one of the two prints that are framed and hanging on the walls of the White Church.  The honorable purpose of this organization was to visit the sick, educate the orphans, relieve the distressed and bury the dead.  The print recognizes Thomas Wildey, founder of the first lodge at Baltimore, American Odd Fellowship, Monday, April 26, 1819, and the Lodge here in Elderville was named Cynosure Lodge No. 805 I.O.O.F. Eldersville.  The I.O.O.F. motto is noted on the top of the one print of Friendship, Love and Truth.  We invite you to come to the meeting and view these two prints in pristine condition.

We have several members or their descendants who were there when the Jefferson Township Historical Society purchased the I.O.O.F. building for a $1.00.  If you are one of them, it would be appreciated if you would get in touch with us before the meeting on April 19, 2022 and give us your remembrances or come to the meeting and talk to us in person of your remembrances.  
We will have several hand-outs available at the meeting that you can take home with you. One of the hand-outs will be a picture of the I.O.O.F. Hall with a little boy climbing the fence in front of the Hall.
There will be refreshments and time for fellowship following the meeting.

DUES are DUE Enclosed is a Membership Application that was designed by the late Frank Malardie.  Please complete the Application and return it with your check by mail or bring it to the meeting on March 19.

COVERING THE BLUE Diane has not slowed down during this off season of the pandemic but has continued with her group to crochet lap blankets for the wounded officers. To date they have mailed out 1543 blankets. You can read more about Covering the Blue on its website www.coveringtheblue.com. Diane is Diane Baughman on the website. If you have questions, please call Diane at 724 947 9782 or email dhuggins2@verizon.net. 
SINCERE CONDOLENCES The Historical Society is saddened to report the death of two of its members since our last newsletter. 

Jim Ryan passed away on December 8, 2021 from Matestis Melonoma. Cards can be sent to Wini Ryan, 1126 Vivjon Drive, West Homestead, PA 15120.
Howard C. Burd, Jr., 89 of Eldersville, passed peacefully into heaven, in his home, Saturday, February 12, 2022, just six-days shy of his 90th birthday. 

TRIBUTE to FRANK MALARDIE

JANUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER

It is with immense sadness that the Jefferson Township Historical Society announces the unexpected passing on December 11, 2021 of its Treasurer Frank Malardie. Honoring Frank’s wishes, there was no published obituary and no viewing. There will be a Memorial Service later at the White Church. In honoring the memory of Frank, memorial donations may be given to the Jefferson Township Historical Society, Box 383, Burgettstown, PA 15021.


We will always remember Frank for all the work he did on the Jefferson Township Veterans Monument. Frank was a behind the scenes worker. Frank typed all the names of the veterans for engraving that are now on the Monument in granite. Frank loved history and he is the one that typed all the history information for engraving on pavers surrounding the Monument. Frank spent countless number of hours typing information for on the Monument. His dedication will be remembered for years to come. To help you appreciate the work that Frank did, we are

enclosing two pages of history information that is engraved in pavers at our Monument site.


We want to keep Frank’s spirit alive by remembering all the good he did for the Historical Society. On the book shelves in the White Church there are two four inch binders filled with photos of veterans whose names are on the Monument. Frank has taken each photo and improved it before placing the photo in the binder. These binders are available to be looked at in the White Church. He has left us with many memories to cherish forever.


Frank loved to work on his computer and did an outstanding job of making signs, designing a membership form, and adding borders to otherwise plain pages, etc. He was good at doing Excel spreadsheets and keeping an accurate record of the membership list. He did an excellent job as Treasurer.


Frank left footprints on all our hearts, and he will be greatly missed.


Unfortunately, with the new cases of the coronavirus going up every day, the Historical Society feels it is still unsafe to resume our monthly meetings. When we resume our monthly meetings with programs, you will be notified.

